Mr. David Walker Brock

February 28, 2002 - May 9, 2025

David Walker Brock was born February 28, 2002. David's journey was not
easy from the beginning. Born with imperforate anus, and partial sacral
aegenisis, his first few years were filled with medical appointments.
Diagnosed with cancer in May of 2024, his final year was similarly filled with
medical appointments. After a year of searching for healing, David left his
physical body on May 9, 2025. His spirit, however, will always be with us in
our hearts.

David is survived by his father, Dennis Tate Brock, his mother, Emily Irene
Leland Brock, a dog, Scivola, cat, 1zzy, and two goats, Nutmeg and
Cinnamon. He also leaves behind many aunts, uncles, and cousins who will
miss him.

Despite his short time with us, David taught us much. His curiosity about the
world around him, and desire to understand how and why everything worked
taught us not to rush, but rather take the time to look at things and be curious.

EARLY INTERESTS/HOME SCHOOLING
Early on he was interested in dinosaurs and became quite knowledgeable

carrying his book with him and explaining about the different dinosaurs to
anyone who was interested. Later it was World War Il and aircraft in general.



He had a skill for looking at a plane, folding a paper in half, cutting it and
folding it to look remarkably like the original plane.

His curiosity had led to creativity. After the paper planes, he moved on to
origami, balloon animals, magic tricks, crocheting without a pattern, and string
art. He created elaborate pipe configurations (the best gift for him at this time
was pipes and connectors), chain reactions that stretched across the back
yard, and complex holiday light displays.

Gifted a K'nex set from the neighbors (Rod and Kay Tyler), he was soon
creating his own designs and was a K'nexpert finalist for his "giant ladybug".

David attended public school briefly (first grade), but preferred home
schooling so he could work on his "projects". Within a week of withdrawing, he
had designed a water bottle rocket. He didn't stop there. Over the years, he
continued modifying them, adding, among other things, sensors, a camera,
parachutes, using air pumps and even creating hydrogen for more pressure.

When a 4h group said David couldn't join their robotics group because he was
too young and hadn't done programming, he threw himself into learning and
programming excel. A few years later, David joined another 4H group and in a
competition, his younger robotics group outperformed the original group .

Shortly after turning seven, David joined the newly formed Youth Storytelling
Group at his local library (Zula B. Wylie Library). Under the mentorship of Toni
Simmons and Traphene Hickman, he and others honed their skills. David was
recognized as a national youth storyteller in 2020 and participated in the 2020
and 2021 Timpanogos National Storytelling festivals.

During COVID, David started assisting with virtual storytelling programs for
the Tejas Storytelling Association. He continued until his illness and school
required too much time. During his last year he was also a board member for
the Tejas Storytelling Association.



COLLEGE STUDENT

At 16 David became a dual credit student at Mountain View College (Now part
of Dallas College). Meanwhile he was also working on designing and 3d
printing his own robots. When the local library's 3d printer went down, he
contacted a professor (Dr. Cho) at Dallas College. Impressed with David's
designs Dr. Cho invited him to meet regularly. David met and worked with Dr.
Cho throughout the rest of his time at Dallas College. (When he turned 18, he
started getting paid for his work.)

Despite the Covid shutdowns starting in 2020, David became a STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) ambassador for Dallas College
in 2021-22. Working with a professor (Dr. Byungik Kahng,"lke") from UNTD
(University of North Texas at Dallas), David researched outer billiards and
wrote a program modeling them. The program greatly reduced the time
needed to compute and generate outer billiards' designs. David presented his
results at MAA (Math Association of America) conferences in 2022.

The following year, working with Dr. Narayan Thapa (Dean of Mathematics for
Dallas College), David wrote another program studying the transfer of heat
through a rod. He presented his results at the JMM (Joint Math Meeting)
conference in 2023.

On his own, David worked with a friend (Royce Milam) to re-create a pocket
IFS (lterative function system) that could be used on any computer. The result
allows users to create beautiful, intricate designs.

As a student, David's skills caught the attention of a computer science teacher
he had. Professor Germain introduced David to her professors at UNT (The
University of North Texas). This led to David working virtually with a group run



by Dr. Tarau at UNT for several years, including helping publish several
papers on large language modeling (he was listed as first author on one of
them).

In the summer of 2022 he had the opportunity to be part of an REU (Research
Experience for Undergraduates) at UTD (The university of Texas at Dallas)
with Dr. Faruck Morcos. Among other things he worked on an app called
Molecule Go.

In the summer of 2023 he was part of another REU at SMU (Southern
Methodist University) doing various statistical studies.

In May of 2023, David completed his Associate of Science in Mechanical
Engineering from Dallas College. That fall he transferred to UTD to work on
his Bachelor's degree in Physics.

While David was at UTD, he continued working with Dr. Morcos in the
Evolutionary Information Lab. His degree plan required him to take another
programming course. His professor, Dr. Fabiano Rodrigues, recognized his
skills and invited him to also join his lab (Upper Atmosphere Remote Sensing
Lab). In the Rodrigues lab among other things, David worked on an app to
view satellites, and assisted others with their projects. (He is listed as co-
author on one of them).

BAREFEET, TREECLIMBING, etc.

With his family David frequently explored local nature areas. During these
visits, people often commented on his bare feet. Early on he had decided he
didn't want to wear shoes. (If required, he would put shoes on briefly)
Throughout his life he continued to go barefoot as much as possible.

David was also a skilled tree climber, frequently climbing up just to sit and
relax. Having bare feet helped. Sometimes he could even identify a tree type



by the feel of the bark.

From an early age until his last week, Wednesdays at 7pm were Nature and
Nova time for David. David watched on the local PBS station - channel 13,
whenever he could.

SERVICES

A graveside service will be held at Mountain Creek Cemetery on Saturday
May 17, 2025, at 10:00 AM. Attendees are invited to bring a flower to decorate
his casket. This will be a brief service as it is a green burial. Family and
friends are invited to gather afterwards at a nearby restaurant (Outlaw
Barbecue). Friends are asked to dress casually and comfortable.

A Celebration of life for David will be held at the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Oak Cliff on May 23, 2025, at 2:00 PM. Attendees are encouraged to come
and share their memories.

Though David's time among us was fleeting, his impact will resonate for years
to come. In our hearts, David will forever be remembered for his curiosity,
creativity, and bare feet. He was a shining star in our lives, and a cherished
friend. May he soar among the treetops and explore the cosmos .

Donations

In memory of David, you are invited to make donations to any of the following:
*Tejas Storytelling Association

*One in 5000 foundation,

*Your local PBS station

(On TV: Nature and Nova programs.

On the radio: Radio Lab, The Moth Radio hour, and SNAP Judgement were
among his favorites),

*The Radical Remission Project,



*Dallas College (Mountain View Campus in particular)
*UTD robotics group,

*David's parents would like to support student research in his memory. One is
a tinkerfest and /or tinker space. Other ideas are support for the physics
department and the labs David worked in at UTD. Suggestions and ideas are
welcome.



Previous Events

Graveside Service

MAY 17. 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

Mountain Creek Cemetery
2099 Hardy Rd.
Grand Prairie, TX 75051

Memorial Service

MAY 23. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Unitarian Universalists Church of Oak Cliff
3839 W Kiest Blvd
Dallas, TX



Tribute Wall

Tam Cong Doan purchased the Simply Elegant S
pathiphyllum for the family of Mr. David Walker
Brock.

Tam Cong Doan - July 09, 2025 at 09:33 AM

Tam Cong Doan planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. David Walker
Brock.

Tam Cong Doan - July 09, 2025 at 09:33 AM
Amy M. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. David Walker

Brock.

Amy M. - May 22, 2025 at 08:46 PM


https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

6 files added to the album David and his family

Phyllis Boerner - May 20, 2025 at 01:58 PM

3 files added to the album David at college

Phyllis Boerner - May 20, 2025 at 01:34 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mr. David Walker Brock.

May 20, 2025 at 10:13 AM



DAVID...

You’'ve made a ripple in our lives
And we’ll never be the same.

What ‘it’ is - that you’ve passed on -
How can we explain?...

It’s the way ‘'YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE’
In the people who 'we' are

‘Cause as you touched our lives

You were like a shining star -

A beam of light unending . .

Touching others too -

Influencing lives of others -

ALL INSPIRED BY YOU!

People who touch lives. . .
Live on and on and on.
Generations you’ve touched
Will carry your heartfelt song.

For you have made a ripple in time
That will last through eternity-

In the lives of those you’ve touched
For all the world to see.

Thank you, David.

You hold a special.place in my heart.
Danise, N.D.

DAVID was impressive as a child and as a young man.

One word to describe DAVID is PASSIONATE! DAVID took on life
with gusto! The world was his playground. With his imagination, the
possibilities to explore and create were endless! David loved life!



One word to describe DAVID’s IMPACT ON THE WORLD would be
INSPIRING.

DAVID INSPIRED ALL AGES: from children and to adults who were
renowned in their field. His ‘passionate, compassionate attitude’
won him respect, recognition, and prestige with great minds who he
admired, learned from, and worked with.

David blessed everyone he came in contact with. He accomplished
more in 23 years than many do in a lifetime - and David left a
legacy.

IF DAVID COULD SAY ONLY ONE THING TO HIS PARENTS,
Dennis and Emily - it would be "THANK you!"

"THANK YOU for giving me life, for being by my side, for being my
cheer team, for seeing my potential, for giving me wings - to explore
and to accomplish and to soar. THANK YOU for my extraordinary
life!"”

DAVID, your family, friends and the world will miss you - and we will
never forget you! Thank you for the life you lived!

Danise Witherspoon - May 17, 2025 at 06:16 PM

Thank you so much Dr. Danise. I'm sure David's life was fuller because
of your care.

Emily Brock - May 19, 2025 at 07:42 PM

Danise W. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. David Walker
Brock.

Danise W. - May 17, 2025 at 10:42 AM



A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mr. David Walker Brock.

May 17, 2025 at 10:11 AM

| walked our dog Becky Lynn, so David "walked" white bear.

Emily Brock - June 06, 2025 at 03:47 PM

2 files added to the album water rockets

Emily Brock - May 17, 2025 at 01:19 AM



2 files added to the album storytelling

Emily Brock - May 17, 2025 at 01:17 AM

2 files added to the album tree climbing

Emily Brock - May 17, 2025 at 01:06 AM

3 files added to the album projects

Emily Brock - May 17, 2025 at 01:04 AM



7 files added to the album Robotics

Emily Brock - May 17, 2025 at 01:02 AM

UARS Lab purchased the Country Basket Bloom
s for the family of Mr. David Walker Brock.

UARS Lab - May 16, 2025 at 11:45 PM

My favorite memories of David were walking ]
along the boardwalk in Lansing, Ml from
Potter Park Zoo all the way to my house via
Hawk Island Park and later walking to my
sister's house using the trail behind the
houses where the power line towers run. He didn't seem to mind the
long walks at all. At my house | remember him opening a walnut
from the trees in my yard. | enjoyed standing on one leg in church
with him and taking off our shoes. Just little pieces really, so sad he
had to go too soon.

Carolyn Regis - May 15, 2025 at 06:33 PM


https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. David Walker Brock.

May 15, 2025 at 06:09 PM

Ruth E. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. David Walker
Brock.

Ruth E. - May 15, 2025 at 03:51 PM

Ruth E. purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyl
lum for the family of Mr. David Walker Brock.

Ruth E. - May 15, 2025 at 03:51 PM

2 files added to the album David and his family

Phyllis Boerner - May 15, 2025 at 01:23 PM


https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| want to say David was a neat, unique person who helped many
who knew him to see the world a little differently, inspiring curiosity,
insight and creativity. He inspired many of us with his courage and
tenacity in the past year as he and his family sought healing for him.

Phyllis Boerner - May 15, 2025 at 01:21 PM

Phyllis Boerner lit a candle in memory of Mr.
David Walker Brock

Phyllis Boerner - May 15, 2025 at 01:15 PM

Nancy Johnstone lit a candle in memory of
Mr. David Walker Brock

Nancy Johnstone - May 15, 2025 at 12:47 PM

Edward & Frederick Dawson purchased the Simp
ly Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mr.
David Walker Brock.

Edward & Frederick Dawson - May 15, 2025 at 12:31 PM

Wk

AWN



https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Edward F. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. David Walker
Brock.

Edward F. - May 15, 2025 at 12:10 PM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mr. David Walker Brock.

May 15, 2025 at 11:31 AM


https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

David was our patient....he was always pleasant and quiet and |
never even heard him complain...it was quite a while before | really
even knew he was dealing with serious illness...because he never
complained and was always pleasant....his mom and dad are the
same, sweet caring compassionate quiet people so the apple did
not all far from the tree... recently Dennis and | spoke about nutrition
and it was a great talk and he even encouraged me about nutrition
in the battle to try to help David! | hung up and immediately cried out
to the Lord...begging him to miraculously heal David and to use any
and all avenues to heal him. Although my prayer for a full
miraculous healing on the earth did not happen, | know that the Lord
has a plan, He always does....maybe He just really wanted David to
climb the heavenly trees! We are not exempt from the broken things
of this world, but | always hope and pray for miracles...maybe the
miracle is that He went on home where we all want to go when this
broken world is done.... That is my hope! | send my love and
condolences to Dennis and Emily and the rest of his family friends
and doctors! The pain is deep and feels like it's never ending...but
there is hope...the hope that someday this family will be reunited
again in Heaven with our Saviour Jesus Christ in heavenly bodies
with no pain, no cancer, no brokenness...until then we are here for
you guys! We will NEVER forget sweet David!!ll Shanna

Shanna Potter with Seidler DDS - May 15, 2025 at 09:12 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mr. David Walker Brock.

May 14, 2025 at 07:27 PM



Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Mr. David Walker Brock.

May 14, 2025 at 07:27 PM

Minerva A. Fax lit a candle in memory of Mr.
David Walker Brock

Minerva A. Fax - May 14, 2025 at 07:01 PM

Judith & Donald Watkins lit a candle in
memory of Mr. David Walker Brock

AW N

Judith & Donald Watkins - May 14, 2025 at 05:35 PM

| remember standing on the driveway watching David make origami
animals ,all from memory just after | had to follow the directions in a
book to show Amanda how to make an origami box.

Margaret McGinty - May 14, 2025 at 05:00 PM

Thanks Margie!

Emily Brock - May 14, 2025 at 05:46 PM


https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.guerrero-dean.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

